[Ear drops--therapeutic aspects and application].
Ear drops are widely used in the topical treatment of inflammatory disorders of the external meatus and the eardrum. This paper gives some aspects of the therapeutic effects and installation of ear drops. The role of topical ear drops as a possible cause of ototoxicity is reviewed. Although experimental data confirm the presence of ototoxicity due to topical ear drops, the clinical relevance still remains debatable. The fact that currently used ear drops may produce a sensorineural hearing loss should not be ignored.